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::ff Thiriy-one Years of Ets BEilatsry
i in Eowa City

1841—-1873.

1| Founding of the esrliest Church and Dedi.
- cation of the Latest

On Bunday, Jax. 13th, ocenrred the
dedication of the new church erecied by
the Firet Universalisy Parish of Iowa
| City, on tho corner of Towa Avenue and
.| Clinton §St,, fronting the campus and
4'halls of the Stute University.

The Parish, which now finds itself en-

| dowed with a house se commodious, was
amongst the first religious organizations
| that erystallized out of our frontier com-
munity, nearly a third of a century ago.
1t was organized atthe house of Edward
Foster, Nov. 6th, 1841, on which occasion
| Edward Foster was elected President of
|:the Parish Board, and Seth Baker, Dans
iel Hess, Robert Walker and Benjamin

Welser wore chesen the first board of

Trustees. Daniel Hees was elected
treasurer and Seth Baker, clerk,

The first memlier received into the

#ociety by vote, was Mrs. Rosella, w'"

Lof Geo. Towner Andrews,

E, The first meeting of the Trustees wag

1'held on Nov. 10th, 1841, at which & com
mittee was appoiuted to purchase a Lhouse
of worship for present use.

The Territorial legislature of Towa had
set aside, for tho use of any Christian
denomination that would put o church

|'thereon within a specified time, certain
)| grants of quarter blocks in this city.
‘| Other denominations were seleeting (heir
| church sites and this one must not be
‘| behind, thus the haste to get a building.
| Nextinthe church record we find the
' committee purchasing a church ready
| |- made for $00.00, to be paid in two notes
of $45.00 cach, at 8 per cent, The venw |
il-dors of the house were James Hanby
14.and James Aiken. The purchase of thig
house secured to the church that splendid
quarter block, buunded North by the |
Avenue and West by Dubuque street, of
| whicu, through a!l subsequent vicissis |
| tudes, the fee has remained inthe Parish
Vuntil this day. |
51 . The . $00.08 temple, though good as l
i any then in'the village and, because it
' was' frame, doubtless even fair to tho S
i|-eye-of the Indians who were our neigh-
T8, and of the pionesrs who dwelt in
bins, was yet not quite so substantial
E,_d fold 48 the flock theught desirable and
| we find that-on March 81st, 1842, addi-
(j:tlons were made to the building com-
ittea and an address was drafted for
e use and aid of the first pastor, Rey.
R. Gardoer, whom it was resolved #»
nd Fast to solicit funds to build & bet-
ter church., On August 17th, Rev. Mr.
ibby was employed as pastor pending
ir Gardner's absence, o :
he $90.00 church appears not to have’
L Jarge enongi;elss it was too airy
winter use, -as.on. Dec. 11th, 1842,
Board petitioned the 1 o 16T
of one of
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| on April 2nd 1845 the Bourd ordered )
| Bailey $100 and board to preach one |

|| Mr. B's acceptancs of the tempting pro-
)| position, but on March 22nd 1846 it was

TR T

théreupos duly done,” and Mr,
satisfaction may be imagined,
Muy 24th 1846 Mr. Gaylord w
b0 preach for one =mcuth and in |
record says he was thanked for
vices and Mr. Fisher was sent to |
derscn River, llinois nesociatio

-1'On May 15th, 1843, Mr. Libby's paa-
ferate ended and we infer that Mr, Gard-
ner had returned, for on May 22nd, the
Board reselved to proeeed with the erec- ;
tion of a church, and appointed & com. |
mittee to confer with the Free Masons
as to giving them a lodge room over the |
ehurch.

June 18th, 1843, Mr. Gardner reported | preacher. Juue 19th Mr. H, B
result of his leur East, HIs collections chester wss requesicd te ocer
were made of the following congrega- vacant pulpit. July 18th a oo

tiens: Bleecker S8t, and Orchard Bt.

churches N, Y. City. '
Prominent amongst the donors in the
latter appear tho names of P. 'T. Barnum
and Horace Greeley, both then unknown
to that fame wiich has since, in widely

Was ordered to confer with Ravy,
fall aud invite him to the pastora
date of Mr., Westfall's answer
Macedoniam cry and of his entr
tbe pastorate does not appear,

first apparcot work was the orgal

diverse connections, gent their names af the first Sunday schosl on De
around the svorld. The congregations at Bth 1816, of which the frst Bupt.
Portsmouth, N. H. Baltimore, Ma., . H. Fisher,

Loombard street Philadelphia, First Society |
of Providence, R. I, Danvers, Mass., |
Methuen,} Mass., Callowhill, Phila,, Ports :
land, Me., Middletewn, Conmn., First}
and Second Hocieties, Lowell, Mass., §
Hartford, Conn.,, First and BSecend
Bocieties of Boston, First Soclety of
Lynn, Mass., and Nushua, N, H., all
gave. Collections were alaso made in
Ohjo and the gross result of Mr, Gard
ner's migsion was cash and material to
the amount of $1402, 33. His expenses
were $200,9314.

On August 15th '43 the building com-
mittee was ordered to contract for the
completion of the chureh, the brick walls
of which appearto have then been finish-
ed, and Mr. Gardner was re-employed as
pastor, Thestructure then built and se
frequently and long thereafter ordered to
be finished, was the old brick ehurch that
atood on Dubuque street near the present
site of the Mayor's office and City Coun-
cil room. Itwas a pretentious structure
for its day and bore upon its front gable
the good legend '
“HE THAT 13 ourR Gobp 18 TnE Gop o |

HaLvaTION,”

It was outgrown by the alronger ore
ganizations that rose nround it, the tide
of business surged up to its Very eaves |
and finally it was “finished” by conflags
ration in 1868 and the pride ef the.
pioneers was laid low, .

To retursn to Parish history;—May
22nd, 1844 Messrs, Winchester, Robingon
and Fisher were appointed firgt delegates
to the territorial convention of the de-
nomination, held at Burlington.

February 22nd 1845 the Board genes
rously resolved to give the wuse of the
church, when not nceded by themselves,
to Dr, Wood, a Presbyterian preacher
with no house to preach in,and Mr. Fish-
er was ordered to get lumber to finish
the church. No record is left of the ter-
mination of Mr. Gardner's pastorate, and

The first bible class-had been 0
ed Jan. §th 1813 at the honce
Baker,

M. Westfali's chiarge endured un
and his pastorate was characterise
unvaried success and polemical t
diseussion with ministers of riv
which brought his flock speed
front rank wnd himself into th
proper prominence. During |
many accessions came o the oy
at this day scattersd amongst
lending congregations of the city
settlers who warm into remis
and grateful raention of the pl,
warm bearted pioncer preacher,
bored so long and well His P
was resigned April, 1849, in
Rev. D). P. Bunn,

August 10th, same year My, By
sigmed, and shortly after weo |
Board indulging in a it of mora
gation Dy resolving “that this soc
not permit the First Univeysalist
to be used by skeptics, or-other i1
persons.”  Why this, the record
disclose,

. On February 181h, 1850, the
became involved in a litigatior
some lands and employed Hon,
Folsom as its nttorney,

There appears to have boen ar
regnum until Sept, 28th, 1851, wl
Robbing was appointed to cor
with Rev. Mr. Byington, of k¢
with o view to procurivg his sers

August §th, 1852, nnother co
wasg eppointed “to finish the chu

June 11th, 18355, it was resoly
Rev. Mr. Peck Ve allowed $500 81
rent to prench unother Year, by v
appears that he liad been theret:
charge,

July 1st, 1855, it appears the
of the church from ground rent
quarter block wus $422.
PERSONAL ITEMS,
Edward Foster, first presiden|
Parish, was re-elected again ang
and for the last time Nov. dth, 1

Alikougb in his old age, Mr.
removed from Lhe county hi
warmed toward the Hock that fir
ered under his ruof, and when by
months ago he was called to re
co-workers gone before, his Jast
was to be buried in the Parish
organized,

- One of the earliest and mest
workers was Franklin Kimball,
the midst of his active interest
newer and greater work ended w
terday’s secvices, he too was calls

that “‘Bro. Robinson should offer 0. 8. |

year|? i
There follows ne immeliste record of

resolved to hire Rev. Isaac Kelso to
preach six months for $25 per month and
board,

May 4th same year a committes was
appointed to finish the church gallery
and it was prodigally “resolved that this
society will bear the expense.”

On the 25th of the same month Mr.,
Kelso resigned the pastorate, and it was

4-“which,” t

ordered to pay him $118 for services,

i ‘meurned as no man has been 1
he record quaintly says “waws

by the church not only, but by ]
-eommunity; which in him lost |
Just eitizen and the poor th
friend,




